
 
 
 

 

Summary & comments Mr R Woods 

1.1. Mr R Woods [12], reports using the Routes marked by red lines on his plan (Appendix 

6.11.8) by walking and using a motorcycle and side car for pleasure and visiting 

neighbours and friends in and around Barbadoes Hill area for a period from 1978 to 

2013.  This covers 35 years of which 19 years are relevant for the 1977 to 1997 period. 

i) He reports having lived in the area and that from 1978 he had used the Routes 

daily mainly on foot, “sometimes for dog-walking, sometimes for access.”  He 

reports also using a motorcycle with sidecar, “which was an agricultural machine 

and not an off-road toy usually carrying hay bales or fencing materials”.    

ii) Mr Woods reports that several years ago Mr Talbot explained to him that the land 

was his and that on the number of occasions they had met, Mr Talbot made no 

objection to Mr Woods using the Routes while out dog walking.  

iii) He further states that Mr and Mrs Talbot have not objected to him walking and that 

he never met them when using a vehicle.  Mr Woods reports that the Routes have 

always been along a defined track that has run over the same alignment which he 

kept to and that he has never encountered gates, locked gates or stiles across it.   

iv) He recalls a sign at the junction with the county unclassified road but does not 

recall what the sign said.  He occasionally encountered ramblers, dog walkers, 

cyclists, motorcyclists, a quad bike and also horse riders.  Additionally, he 

recognised Mr & Mrs Talbot using the Route. 

Comments 
v) The agricultural vehicle that Mr Woods reports using was driven on the Route 

which was the most direct way to neighbours for carrying hay bales or fencing 

materials.  He confirms that he was not an employee.   

vi) Mr Woods adds the he encountered 3 or 4 times in 30 years that large boulders 

were placed mid-track.  He assumed they were placed there by the Forestry 

Commission to deter off-road 4x4 enthusiasts.  

vii) Mr Woods states that in reference to his belief in his rights to use the track, “the 

Route is obviously ancient and well used.  Two tracks run parallel.  The lane from 

Hill Farm to Whitelye is, in places too narrow for anything wider than a pack horse 

therefore I used the wider route assuming it has been in use by carts for centuries.  

I acted according to what I thought was reasonable rather than worrying myself 

about Rights of Way.  In any case, Mr and Mrs Talbot did not object as I have 

stated already in answer 6b (Appendix 6.11.3).” 
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viii) His reporting of his motor vehicular use, although interesting, can now (due to the 

NERC Act 2006) no longer be evidence to establish public vehicular rights.  

Therefore, his evidence is based on his walking activities and his observation of 

other walkers, cyclists and horse riders and supports public bridleway rights. 
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Summary & comments Mr B Saunders 

1.1. Mr B Saunders [13], reports walking for pleasure and to visit his son by travelling the 

Routes frequently for a period from 1970 to 2013.  Although this covers 43 years, there 

are 20 years that are relevant for the 1977 to 1997 period.  An interview was 

conducted and he has marked on a map provided all the locations on the Routes 

where he encountered walkers and horse riders (Appendix 6.12.9). 

i) During this period he has lived in the area and always believed that he had a right 

to use both Routes.  He further reports using the Routes on average twice a 

month since 1966. 

ii) He further describes the Routes as a defined track that has always run over the 

same alignment and that he has kept to this path that has never had gates, locked 

gates or stiles across it.   

iii) He recalls a fingerpost directing to Barbadoes Green that has been removed, “this 

year” (2013) and has noticed that the Route is used occasionally by other walkers 

and sometimes riders. 

iv) Mr Saunders further reports that: 

“The attached map (Appendix 6.12.6) I have marked is copied from the 1881 

edition of the Ordnance Survey sheet XXV-4 [25-4], and clearly shows the 

tracks that have now been blocked.  I have noted the current Parish Boundary 

which coincided with the new earth/stone bunds/dykes across the tracks.  It 

would appear that the rights of way have not been fully recorded because of a 

split in responsibilities between adjacent parishes.  The blocked track is well 

formed with a small stream culverted where the track crosses it – obviously 

intended as a cart track”. 

Comments 
v) Mr Saunders states he has walked the Routes on average twice per month and 

during these occasions he does not report the existence of any obstructions such 

as rocks, fallen trees or tree branches. 

vi) His evidence is based on his walking activities; his observation of both directional 

fingerpost and seeing other walkers and sometimes horse riders. Therefore, his 

evidence supports public bridleway and footpath rights. 
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Summary & comments Mr J T Simpson 

1.1. Mr J T Simpson [14], husband to Mary Simpson (11), reports using routes A and B 

(Appendix 6.13.7) for pleasure and to pass and re-pass at his convenience as 

sometimes he needed to avoid bad road conditions.  He reports using the Routes as a 

short cut for a period from 1965 to 2013.  Although there is no specific end date 

recorded on the evidence form, it does represent 48 years from 1965 to 2013, of which 

20 years are relevant for the 1977 to 1997 period. 

(i) During this period he has lived in the area and believed that he has always had a 

right to use routes which he reports using regularly, usually on foot or in a 

mechanically propelled vehicle (MPV) and sometimes on a pedal cycle. 

(ii) He continues to describe the Route as clearly defined metalled tracks that have 

always run over the same alignment which he has kept to when in a vehicle.  

However, when walking or riding a bicycle he wandered freely believing it to be 

forestry land and to his knowledge he never encountered gates, lock gates or 

stiles.  He continues to report that he occasionally encountered a fallen tree or 

rock that he always moved aside.  

(iii) He recalls way-marking posts at the point where footpath 108 (FP 108 Trelleck 

(now Tintern 122)) joins Barbadoes to Whitelye track and marked “P” on his plan 

(Appendix xx.x).  He further reports that he is not sure regarding any other notices 

or signs on or near the way as he is too familiar with the area and knows his way.  

(iv) He states that he has seen: Mr Woods with his motorbike side car moving sheep; 

his sons using their motorcycles and three wheelers; the neighbours; the Forestry 

Commission contractors; and also Mr H Allen with his tractor.   

(v) Mr Simpson reports that he last used the Routes in the summer of 2013 in a land 

rover and was told by a Mr W Koek, a regular walker in the area, that public 

access across the piece of land had been closed.  

(vi) Mr Simpson finally reports that: 

“I have been familiar with the tracks in the Tintern Forest most of my life and 

they include the tracks marked yellow on the attached map. (Appendix 

6.13.7). I used many of these tracks at various times in the course of my 

everyday life and since I moved to Forest View, Whitelye, the previous owner 

Mr Saunders reminded me that he use to drive over the yellow routes, on 

map attached, with a motor vehicle.  I have removed fallen trees and stones 

occasionally and I recall the Forestry Commission contractors working in the 

area, marked  
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green, and also repaired the track where the Prices Bridge stream crosses 

with pipes shown with an X.  I believe 10 to 15 years ago the Forestry 

Commission responsible was Llandovery, and the work I believe was done 

under the direction of Mr A. McCloud or Mr I. Blake.  I have always roamed 

freely in that piece of land, marked in green, without let or hinderance[sic].  I 

also believe that the Forestry Commission planted the area, marked in green, 

after felling the big Douglas Firs.  I no [know] the Route between P and P on 

plan has been used by the local vintage tractor club for their annual road run.”  

Comments 
(i) Mr J T Simpson states he believes the Routes to be public byways open to all 

traffic.  

(ii) The frequent reference to land ownership is discussed in detail in Chapter 4.  The 

issues surrounding landownership is not a matter that the Authority is able to 

resolve. 

(iii) His reporting of his and other people use of motor vehicles along the Routes, 

although interesting, can now (due to the NERC Act 2006) no longer be evidence 

to establish public vehicular rights.   

(iv) Mr J T Simpson’s user evidence is based on his walking, cycling and his 

observation of both other walkers and the presence of directional way marking 

posts.  Therefore, his evidence supports public footpath and bridleway rights. 

01_13MOD_PB: Summary & comments User Evidence Form - JTS (14) 
Appendix 6.13.1 



 
 
 

 

 

 

 
01_13MOD_PB: User Evidence Form - JTS (14) (pg 1 of 6) 

Appendix 6.13.2 

 



 
 
 

 

 

 

 

01_13MOD_PB: User Evidence Form - JTS (14) (pg 2 of 6) 
Appendix 6.13.3 



 
 
 

 

 

 

 

01_13MOD_PB: User Evidence Form - JTS (14) (pg 3 of 6) 
Appendix 6.13.4 



 
 
 

 

 

 

01_13MOD_PB: User Evidence Form - JTS (14) (pg 4 of 6) 

Appendix 6.13.5 

 



 
 
 

 

 

 

01_13MOD_PB: User Evidence Form - JTS (14) (pg 5 of 6) 
Appendix 6.13.6 



 
 
 

 

 

01_13MOD_PB: User Evidence Form - JTS (14) (pg 6 of 6) 
Appendix 6.13.7 

 



 
 
 

 

 

Summary & comments Mr R Flashman 

1.1. Mr R Flashman [16], reports walking the dog for pleasure, from the county unclassified 

road C51-9 [CAMS 381/51-4] to existing footpaths 122, 111 & 14 Tintern (A-B-C-D) for 

a period from 1983 to 1990 seasonally (May and September) and also from 1990 to 

2013.  Although this covers 30 years, only 14 years are relevant for the 1977 to 1997 

period.  

(i) During this period he has holidayed and lived in the area believing the status of 

the Route to be a bridleway.  He adds, that he always had a right to use as it was 

a way marked “Right of way to Prices’s Bridge at Trelleck Road where C51-9 joins 

Trelleck road and several hundred motor cyclists using it”. 

(ii) He continues to describe the Route as a clearly defined track that has not always 

run over the same alignment stating that had been altered “in 1990, with the 

permission of Monmouthshire Highways (Mr Newman) and Wye Valley warden 

(Mr Smith) to C51-9 [CAMS 381/51-4] (Not on map)”. 

(iii) Mr Flashman states that much of the Route runs through his land and that he kept 

to the track that has to his knowledge never had gates, locked gates or stiles 

across it. 

(iv) He recalls directional fingerposts and again makes reference to a way-mark post 

quoting “Right of way to Prices’s Bridge at Trelleck Road where C51-9 joins 

Trelleck Road (Not on map)”. 

(v) He recalls very rarely seeing other horse riders or fellow dog walkers who were 

not his companions.  He further reports seeing motorcyclists infrequently 

sometimes in small groups (4-7) or singles. 

(vi) Mr Flashman states that: 

(vii) “To the best of my recollection, the fingerpost in section 6 [Appendix 6.14.3] was 

erected following an initiative* (*Which I took part in, in 2000, including routes 

around my home on the Definitive Map of the area supplied by Monmouthshire 

County Council to show all the rights of way in Wales, which was completed in 

2000).  I have used these tracks on the plan since 1990 and whilst on holidays 

since 1983.” 
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Fig. 1.viii: Assisting location plan MCC  

 

Comments 
(viii) Mr Flashman states that “much of the Route runs through his land” and “since 

1990 he has been the owner” of the land (Hill Cottage) (Fig.1.viii) crossed by the 

way.   The way/route that he is referring to is county unclassified road C51-

9[CAMS381/51-4].  He is not the owner of the land over which the Routes A-B-C-

D, B-E-F and C-E cross.  

(ix) Furthermore, he 

makes three 

references to the 

Route alignment 

and fingerposts as 

not being shown on 

the map.  This 

confirms that he 

was responding to 

the questions and 

relating his answers 

to the county 

unclassified road 

C51-

9[CAMS381/51-4].   

(x) Therefore, this evidence does not hold as much weight as some of the other user 

evidence due to the majority of the answers pertaining to the county unclassified 

road C51-9[CAMS381/51-4]. 
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Summary & comments Mr D Roberts 

1.1 Mr D Roberts [17], reports walking the Route from Whitelye to The Oaks “as part of a 

well-worn and signposted track through Foresty or common land” for a period from 

1970 to 2013.  Although this covers 43 years, there remains 20 years which are 

relevant for the 1977 to 1997 period.  An interview was conducted and he states that 

he has used all the Routes, marked on his map (Appendix 6.15.6), on foot and has 

always encountered other walkers. 

(i) During this period he has lived in the area and believed the status of the Route to 

be a byway open to all traffic and that he has always had a right to use “the well-

worn wide track through the forestry land” which he “probably used monthly” from 

1970 to 2013. 

(ii) He reports: keeping to the path; “that the Route was all clear from gates or stiles” 

and cannot recall direction or fingerposts.  He reports further that he was aware 

that it was all common access land and that he was not given permission because 

it was Forestry Land. 

(iii) He recalls seeing other users, both local and visitors; also tractors and forestry 

workers. 

(iv) Mr D Roberts states:  

“It is perfectly obvious that the acquisition of this land by the Talbots was by 

cunning and opportunistically taking advantage of the registration errors by 

the Forestry Commission and NRW.  However, the disfiguration and denial of 

use of long established rights of way is an affront to natural justice and 

common decency.” 

Comments 
(v) Mr D Roberts states that he believes the Route to have the status of byway open 

to all traffic as he recalls seeing tractors and forestry workers using the Route.  He 

also adds that he walked the Route, “as part of a well-worn and signposted track 

through Forestry or Common land”.  

(vi) However, when answering question 13 (Appendix 6.15.3), regarding signposts, he 

reports that he could not remember any directional fingerposts. 

(vii) Furthermore, his reporting of his motor vehicle use, although interesting, can now 

(due to the NERC Act 2006) no longer be evidence to establish public vehicular 

rights.   

(viii) Therefore, as his evidence is based on walking this submission supports footpath 

rights. 
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